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FOREST PRODUCTS COMMISSION — LOGGING 
Statement 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [9.53 pm]: It will be of no surprise to anyone that I am going to talk about 
the forests again today, and I hope to have members’ attention for a few moments because I have some more 
concerns. I know that the Forest Products Commission is feeling under pressure. I understand that it is trying to 
prove its worth, but felling trees faster than markets can be found for them is probably not a good idea. I say this 
because over the past four years, it has been felling trees at the rate of about 125 000 cubic metres a year, and last 
year it was 200 000 cubic metres. Evidently, it has ramped up; it really wants to show that it is doing the right thing. 

We also know that the Nannup mill is known to be having some difficulties. It had to close its green mill in 2017 
and it subsequently reopened it, but things are still a little shaky. Auswest Timbers’ mill is now on the market. 
There are some difficulties happening. Again, felling trees faster than we can find markets for them does not seem 
to be a good idea. 

The contract I received today in answer to question without notice 482 states clearly at clause 11.2 — 

Subject to clause 8, the Buyer must process into Value Added Timber Products all Log Timber delivered 
to the Site in accordance with the Proposal and on the terms and conditions of this agreement. 

“Subject to clause 8” really just means if the logs are not up to the specifications, provided that the buyer can inform 
the general manager of the FPC that that is the case; and, if that is the case, they can agree that a credit note will be 
given and the logs can be removed. It would be the FPC that would remove these logs. I have been told by a good 
source that it is not being proven that these trees are not up to the specifications, but they are not being value added 
to; they are being exported in containers as whole logs. Why would we do that with our native timbers? It is not 
something that I believe people want to see. I believe that the FPC should look into it, because clause 11.3 says — 

If, in the General Manager’s reasonable opinion, the Buyer fails to fulfil its obligations under Clause 11.2 
and such failure is not remedied within 21 days of the General Manager’s notice to the Buyer requiring 
the failure to be remedied, then, subject to clause 21.6, but notwithstanding any other provision in this 
agreement, the General Manager, at the General Manager’s discretion may, without penalty or other 
compensation, on not less than 6 months’ notice from the General Manager to the Buyer … either 
terminate this agreement or reduce, for the residue of the Term, the Log Timber Intake by an amount the 
General Manager deems appropriate. 

It is not a real penalty, but it is saying that the FPC should be aware of this because it is not the intention that 
our native timbers should be going overseas as raw logs. The general manager could and should step in and say, 
“Let’s do something about this. If you don’t need the logs, we’ll find somewhere else for them, because there are 
other millers that may take these on and make them into timber.” 
I suggest that we are losing the social licence to log our native forests. Of course, we have always said that the 
reason we are doing it is that it provides jobs, but we are currently sending the jobs overseas. Are they the sorts of 
jobs that we are trying to provide? I do not think so. I have heard from a number of people that they can go into any 
number of furniture stores in Perth and buy a native timber table and on the bottom it says “Made in China”. Why 
are we doing this? Members can go out there themselves. These beautiful tables made from Western Australian 
native hardwood are coming in as imports from China. Tell me that that is not what we intended. We have to get 
onto the FPC. It is not doing the right thing. This is not the way to manage our forests. When we cut our forests, 
should we continue to do so, I would like it to provide jobs in Western Australia, not overseas. It is nothing against 
China, but those jobs are for Western Australians. If we are cutting this timber faster than we need it, maybe we 
do not need to be cutting so much of it. It is just something to think about. I really do hope that the FPC gets onto 
this and checks out the mill. 
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